The Project Spectrum Approach

Investigating the Theme of Money

Interest Areas
Art
Set out a variety of materials for children to choose from to make a collage with money symbols associated with money from US and other countries like advertisements, coupons, fake credit cards that come in the mail.  Later gold, silver and metallic money green may be added to make pretend money. 

Blocks

Add people figures, dollhouse furniture, scrap paper and crayons for making signs.  Encourage children to build stores or banking institutions that are found in their community.  

Dramatic Play

Make a prop box with purses, wallets, check cards, shoes, hats, designer clothes, cd covers, headphones, jewelry pieces, cash register, and pretend money.  Make a record shop.
Make prop box with purses, wallets, check cards, checks, pretend food, grocery bags, shopping carts, apron, shopping lists, pens/pencils, pretend money, coupons, and cash register.  Make a grocery store sign.
Make a dramatic play setting for a clothing store, setting out cash register, pretend money, a rack of men’s and women’s clothes, hats, purses, wallets, jewelry, and shoes.  

Make a dramatic play setting for a restaurant that is a favorite in the children’s community.  Choices should come from pizza place, coffee shop, fast food or ice cream.  

Literacy
Make sure the books cover the genres of realistic fiction, historical fiction, traditional literature, poetry, informational/ concept books, bilingual, and fantasy.  Include books with tapes, flannel board stories/sets, materials for journaling and making books.

Manipulatives/Math

Set out pretend money (coins and paper) from a variety of nations, a sorting tray, a bucket of pennies for counting, store and money puzzles, shopping sequence cards, monopoly and other board games that deal with money and shopping.  
Music

Have music that include songs about money and shopping in the form of cd’s and tape cassettes.  Find chants/songs that relate to money and/or the market.  Ask parents for songs they know relating to money in other languages.  
Science
Make a balance scale available, magnifying glass, and objects made out of a variety of materials (wood, paper, plastic, metal, glass).

Sensory

Bury plastic jewelry, coins, beads, and colored rocks in sand.  Alternatively, place coins in small boxes or treasure chests, bury them in the sand.  Add scoops/shovels and encourage the children to hunt for buried treasure.  

Description of Key Abilities

Visual Arts Activities
Visual Arts:  Perception
· Aware of visual elements in the environment and in artwork (e.g., color, lines, shapes, patterns, detail)
· Sensitive to different artistic styles (e.g., can distinguish abstract art from realism, impressionism, etc.)
Visual Arts:  Production

Representation
· Able to represent visual world accurately in two or three dimensions

· Able to create recognizable symbols for common objects (e.g., people, vegetation, houses, animals) and coordinate elements spatially into unified whole
· Uses realistic proportions, detailed features, deliberate choice of color

Artistry
· Able to use various elements of art (e.g., line, color, shape) to depict emotions, produce certain effects, and embellish drawings or three-dimensional work
· Conveys strong mood through literal representation (e.g., smiling sun, crying face) and abstract features (e.g., dark colors or drooping lines to express sadness); produces drawings or sculptures that appear “lively,” “sad,” or “powerful”
· Shows concern with decoration and embellishment
· Produces drawings that are colorful, balanced, rhythmic, or all of these
Exploration
· Flexible and inventive in use of art materials (e.g., experiments with paint, chalk, clay)
· Uses lines and shapes to generate a wide variety of forms (e.g., open and closed, explosive and controlled) in two-dimensional or three-dimensional work
· Able to execute a range of subjects or themes (e.g., people, animals, buildings, landscapes)

Mechanics and Construction Activities

Understanding of Casual and functional Relationships

· Infers relationships based on observation

· Understands relationship of parts to whole, the function of these parts, and how parts are put together

Visual-Spatial Abilities

· Is able to construct or reconstruct physical objects and simple machines in two or three

Social Studies Understanding

Understanding of Self

· Identifies own abilities, skills, interests, and areas of difficulty

· Reflects upon own feelings, experiences, and accomplishments

· Draws upon these reflections to understand and guide own behavior

· Shows insight into the factors that cause an individual to do well or have difficulty in an area

Understanding of Others

· Demonstrates knowledge of peers and their activities

· Attends closely to others

· Recognizes others’ thoughts, feelings, and abilities

· Draws conclusions about others based on their activities

Assumption of Distinctive Social Roles

Leader:

· Often initiates and organizes activities

· Organizes other children

· Assigns roles to others

· Explains how activity is carried out

· Oversees and directs activities

Facilitator:

· Often shares ideas, information, and skills with other children

· Mediates conflict

· Invites other children t play

· Extends and elaborates other children’s ideas

· Provides help when others need attention

Caregiver/Friend:

· Comforts other children when they are upset

· Shows sensitivity to other children’s feelings

· Shows understanding of friends’ likes and dislikes

Language Activities

Invented narrative/storytelling

· Uses imagination and originality in storytelling

· Enjoys listening to or reading stories

· Exhibits interest and ability in plot design and development, character elaboration and motivation, descriptions of settings, scenes or moods, use of dialogue, and so on.  

· Shows performing ability or dramatic flair, including a distinctive style, expressiveness, or an ability to play a variety of roles

Descriptive language/reporting

· Provides accurate and coherent accounts of events, feelings and experiences (e.g., uses correct sequence and appropriate level of detail; distinguishes fact from fantasy)
· Provides accurate labels and descriptions for thigs

· Shows interest in explaining how things work, or describing a procedure

· Engages in logical argument or inquiry

Poetic use of language/wordplay

· Enjoys and is adept at wordplay such as puns, rhymes, and metaphors

· Plays with word meanings and sounds

· Demonstrates interest in learning new words

· Uses words in a humorous fashion

Math Activities

Numerical Reasoning

· Is adept at calculations (e.g., finds shortcuts)

· Is able to estimate

· Is adept at quantifying objects and information (e.g., by record keeping, creating effective notation, graphing)

· Is able to identify numerical relationships (e.g., probability, ratio)

Spatial Reasoning

· Finds spatial patterns

· Is adept with puzzles

· Uses imagery to visualize and conceptualize a problem

Logical Problem Solving

· Focuses on relationships and overall structure of problem instead of isolated facts

· Makes logical inferences

· Generalizes rules

· Develops and uses strategies (e.g., when playing games)

Music Activities

Music Perception

· Is sensitive to dynamics (loud and soft)

· Is sensitive to tempo and rhythmic patterns

· Discriminates pitch

· Identifies musical and musicians’ styles

· Identifies different instruments and sounds

Music Production

· Is able to maintain accurate pitch

· Is able to maintain accurate tempo and rhythmic patterns

· Exhibits expressiveness when singing or playing instrument

· Can recall and reproduce musical properties of songs and other compositions

Music Composition

· Creates simple compositions with some sense of beginning, middle, and end

· Creates simple notation system

Science Activities

Observational skills

· Engages in close observation of materials to learn about their physical characteristics; uses one or more of the senses

· Often notices changes in the environment (e.g., new leaves on plants, bugs on trees, subtle seasonal changes)

· Shows interest in recording observations through drawings, charts, sequence cards, or other methods

Identification of similarities and differences

· Likes to compare and contrast materials, events, or both

· Classifies materials and often notices similarities, differences between specimens, or both (e.g., compares and contrasts crabs and spiders)

Hypothesis formation and experimentation

· Makes predictions based on observations

· Asks “what if” –type questions and offers explanations for why things are the way they are

· Conducts simple experiments or generates ideas for experiments to test own or others’ hypotheses (e.g., drops large and small rocks in water to see if one size sinks faster than the other; waters plant with paint instead of water)

Interest in/knowledge of natural/scientific phenomena

· Exhibits extensive knowledge about various scientific topics; spontaneously offers information about these topics or reports on own or others’ experience with natural world

· Shows interest in natural phenomena, or related materials such as natural history books, over extended periods of time

· Regularly asks questions about things observed

Assessing Intelligences Rubric

	Lingustic/Verbal Intelligence
	word smart
	1

	Musical/Rhythmic
	music smart
	2

	Interpersonal Intelligence
	people smart
	3

	Intrapersonal Intelligence
	self smart
	4

	Existential Intelligence
	thought smart
	5

	Visual/Spatial Intelligence
	picture smart
	6

	Mathematical/Logical Intelligence
	math smart
	7

	Kinestetic Intelligence
	body smart
	8

	Naturalist Intelligence
	nature smart
	9


Planning learning experiences require all children to have an equal opportunity to explore a wide range of materials that the teacher will introduce for them to explore.  The learning areas will cover at least eight domains or bodies of knowledge so that the children can learn through experience how to solve problems or make products that are valued by their culture or community.  This is how intelligence is measured and it will be performed in more than one way.  

Planning instruction based on what the children are learning is the key to bridging his/her strengths to other subject areas and academics.  Embedding the curriculum with activities that increase their desire to master a skill needed to accomplish a task because they deem it meaningful or interesting is the bottom line of learning.  It is my intention to use this bridging strategy toward the whole class learning environment to make meaningful projects/public service learning opportunities.  
