Developmental Profile of Young Children
Significant Cognitive Features of Children age 6-9
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Six year olds are 

· beginning to think logically
· organize concepts symbolically
· enjoy process and product based work

Teachers assist these children by

· engaging children in discussions about reading and writing by asking extensive questions, encouraging personal responses and letting them critique their work.

Seven year olds are
· able to organize, plan before doing their work

· able to distinguish more between fantasy and reality

· able to reflect on what they have done
Teachers assist these children by

· providing opportunities for children to select, design, and carry out projects using a variety of media

Eight year olds are

· able to think abstractly through relevant learning experiences

· able to understand historical events and read maps

· have longer attention spans 

Teachers assist these children by

· Begin long-term studies by having children generate a list of questions that are of interest to them (“What do you know about…?).

Nine year olds are

· able to think and manipulate problems abstractly without objects

· able to be self-reflective

· can see things from a variety of perspectives

Teachers assist these children by
· set up opportunities for children to create inventions
Significant Emotional Features of Children 6-9
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Six year olds 
· moods change quickly  

· identify simple emotions (happy, sad,excited)
· enjoy routine, but transition slowly

Teachers assist these children by

· use role play, puppet plays and stories to practice problem solving and conflict resolution
Seven year olds
· can regulate their emotions

· demand perfection and are highly self-critical

· take life seriously and often feel things are unjust

Teachers can assist these children by
· allow children to take reasonable risks by providing clear boundaries and creating a classroom atmosphere where mistakes are accepted.

Eight year olds

· may become overwhelmed  and frustrated easily
· highly self-critical 

· don’t like to be told what to do 
Teacher assists children by

· help children set social and academic goals for themselves

Nine year olds

· recognize complex and conflicting emotions
· have a need to be independent

· respond well to appreciation of their efforts
Teachers assist these children by

· provide reassurance and encouragement and convey confidence in children’s abilities by being specific with praise.

Significant Social Features of Children 6-9
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Six year olds

· have frequent social struggles

· may present bossy or demanding behavior in groups

· change rules to control situations

Teachers can assist these children by

· Reading and discussing stories about issues and feelings typical of children this age.

Seven year olds

· assume another person’s perspective

· will play games and work in small groups
· can verbalize/exclude people based on differences 

Teachers assist these children by

· Providing choices for children each day, including activities they can do independently, so they feel a sense of power and control

Eight year olds

· desire to socialize tend to be noisy in transition

· enjoy group activities (projects, discussions, team games) 

· assume roles and responsibilities as important
Teachers assist these children by

· Plan time for children to discuss what does and does not work when two or more people work or play together.

Nine year olds

· tend to form clubs

· demonstrate loyalty to peers

· utilize adults to talk over ideas and feelings
Teachers can assist these children by

· Set up the room so children can work collaboratively on tasks or on their own

Significant Physical Features of Children 6-9
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Six year olds

· usually excel at gross motor activities
· are gaining greater control in fine motor activities

· need to move around, yet need quite time activities

Seven year olds

· slow but steady growth

· demonstrate increased stamina, control and balance
· fine motor skills still developing 

Teacher can assist these children by

· Allow children to move about the room within reasonable limits during work times.

Eight year olds

· enjoy rough and tumble play

· engage in team sports 

· fine motor skills increase in speed and smoothness
Teachers can assist these children by

· Encourage children to use their bodies to express ideas and create
Nine year olds

· increased physical competence

· enjoy detailed work like crafts, drawing and painting
· demonstrate more skill in motor tasks

Teachers can assist these children by 

· Provide opportunities for using refined eye-hand coordination

