Culture, Behavior, and Classroom Communication and Expectations


Cultural factors are necessary for teachers to consider when evaluating a child’s performance and attitudes.  Cultural factors that children grow out of include “race, ethnicity, social class, region, gender, religion, physical abilities, and sexual orientation” (Building, 1994, p. 34).  A child’s communication style is greatly influenced by his cultural experience and the way it is received may be misinterpreted as inappropriate behavior by the teacher.  
In the reading, we learn that “culture affects how we communicate and interact with others and the kinds of expectation we have,” therefore, children will act out of what they know (Building, 1999, p.34).  The visible behaviors teachers perceive from children outside of their culture may be misinterpreted as well so teachers need to be aware of the child’s cultural and make allowances for those differences.  Some aspects culture may be seen in the classroom are within everyday occurrences.  For example, how a mother instructs her child.  A white mother may ask questions about objects whereas an African-American mother will ask how situations make her child feel.  Some Asian children are taught to be part of a group whereas Western cultures teach children to be individuals.  Native American children may be taught not to look an elder directly in the eye whereas European cultures expect direct eye contact.  Hawaiian children are allowed to help each other but in the classroom it is expected for individuals to do their own work.  Finally some Asian children may not be oral participants and perceived as shy in class whereas they are instructed at home to listen and show respect by not speaking out in family discussions.

Teachers well do well to understand that every child will bring his or her own cultural competence into the classroom.  It is the responsibility of the teacher to be as culturally competent as possible.  Talking with the parents to understand what they have set as expectations for their child’s learning will guide the teacher to assist the child in their academic goals.  Teachers also need to be reflective to notice how their culture beliefs, values, and expectations have influenced instruction and the learning styles of the individual children. In this way curriculum can be evaluated for culture and adjustments should be made to maintain the children’s self-confidence and educational outlook.   
