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Communication Disorders


In the article, Specific language and communication difficulties, the professors speak to specific speech and language difficulties in children and its impact on their education.  SSLD affects a significant number of children in mainstream classrooms.  This article is focusing on stage 2 and written language in standard tasks and other writing assessments.   We learn that children are limited in producing written works due to a lack of vocabulary and correct application of grammar.  There was no difference of SSLD between girls and boys, environments (mainstream, language units, or special provision), or time allotted in amount of time to produce the texts.  The observable weaknesses were in sentence structure, organization and coherence and vocabulary.  

Reflection.  Specific speech and language difficulties is interesting because it is seems more insidious than any other disorder.  For example, the child may seem able to perform in the classroom following a general curriculum, but will have trouble with writing assignments.  As a teacher with this child in my class I would need to assess the child objectively so as not to ignore the obvious sign of consistent verbal miscues when in conversation.  This child will likely have a small vocabulary and omit endings on words like‘s’ or ‘ed’.  Assessing children using language samples, informal and formal checklists, and classwork will identify where a child is with speech and language usage. 

 Teaching a child with SSLD means time spent in showing the child how to properly use grammar, write sentences, organize their thoughts for coherence and vocabulary usage.  So, including this child into the lesson will mean having accommodations to support and enhance his/her learning needs.  For example, teaching the child organization strategies can be done for the whole class while teaching the lesson and structuring time to be with him/her in small groups.  Teaching strategies for this child do not have to cease with reading, but during math or any other subject, organizing information and vocabulary usage will help the child see the logical sequence of how events or other data should be put and understand what is being said in order to respond appropriately to questions.  I think this disorder may be difficult to identify in first and second grade because of the developing vocabularies and writing skills of young children.  But these children will demonstrate difficulty in expressing phonemes at the end of their words, have poor pronoun use and omit articles, prepositions and verbs consistently.  The idea is not to look for trouble in children, but for me to be aware that this disorder does exist and will need interventions and other teaching strategies to support this child’s learning needs.  
